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wing of the French Army advanced from the fortifica-
tions between Sedan and the sea, and, pivoting on Sedan,
entered Belgium on a line running from Sedan to
Antwerp and even to Bois4e-Duc in Holland. What
did the enemy do in face of this situation which he
had foreseen and taken into account ? He launched a
formidable attack on the pivot of the French Army
established behind the Meuse, between Sedan and
Namur. . . . The pivot of the French Army was
broken and a breach 60 miles wide had been opened
in our front"
Rumours of the disaster, however, had quickly been
circulated in Paris and many of the wealthy began to
leave. There were also changes in the Government
and the High Command which showed that the war
was not going well. On May 18 Reynaud took over
the Ministry of National Defence from Daladier, who
became Foreign Minister, on his way to being dropped
altogether, and Marshal Petain became Vice-Premier.
The next day General Weygand, who had been Com-
nlander-in-Chief of the French Forces in the Near East,
succeeded General Gamelin as Commander-in-Chief of
the Allied Forces. By then the Germans had broken
through the defences on the Oise and Sambre rivers
and had captured Le Gateau and St. Quentin. This
meant that they had advanced 75 miles, as the crow
flies, in four days, striking in from Sedan in a north-
westedy direction and cutting off the nine divisions of
the British Expeditionary Force in the north, with, six-
teen of the best French divisions. A large part of die